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Korean Journal of Psychological and Social Issues
2005, Vol. 11, No. 4, 67~82

Gambling Behavior, Gambling-related Problem,
and The Satisfaction with Life among the Residents

Who Live in the Location of Casinos

In-Hyae Yi

Department of Psychology, Kangwon National University

The purpose of this study was to explore whether or not the increased availability of legalized gambling
leads to increase in the prevalence of gambling-related problems, and the relationship between gambling
behaviors and gambling-related problems and residents' perceptions of their own satisfaction with life
among the residents who live at the location of casinos. Three casino communities, designated by a
special law as run-down mining areas, were chosen for the survey research. One community consisted of
two towns, Kohan and Sabuk in Chongsun county at which the casino is located. The other communities
were Taeback city and other rural areas in Chongsun county. 559 samples from three communities
completed  self-administered  questionnaires(gambling behavior participation, K-NODS, perceived impacts
toward casino development, and scales of the satisfaction with life). Results were as follows; it was found
that there was a positive relationship between gambling behaviors and gambling-related problems, and a
negative relationship between gambling-related problems and the satisfaction with life. While residents
who live Kohan and Sabuk community were likely to perceive negative impacts of the casino
development, the residents in Taeback city were likely to perceive the casino development positively. It
was found that the increased casino accessibility led to the increase in the gambling problems; the
prevalence rates of pathological gambling in Kohan and Sabuk community were higher than both in
Taebak city and in more rural areas in Chongsun county. The nagative impacts of legalized casino

industry on community where the casino located were discussed.

key words : gambling bebavior, gambling-related problems, satisfaction with life, location of casino
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