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Factor influencing trust among Korean adolescents:

Indigenous psychological analysis of relational trust

Young-shin Park Uichol Kim

Dept. of Education, Inha University College of Business Administration, Inha University

This study examines the formation and change of relational trust among Korean adolescents using
indigenous psychological perspective. Among adolescents, we examine the basis of trust of their parents,
friends and teacher and also their trust in people and institutions. A total of 968 adolescents (227
elementary, 284 middle school, 213 high school, and 244 university students) completed a questionnaire
that contains the Relational Trust Scale developed by Kim and Park (2004a), Generalized Trust Scale
developed by Yamagishi (1998) and a scale measuring trust of people and institutions (Kim, Helgesen
& Ahn, 2002). The results are as follows. First, adolescents trust their parents due to their sacrifice,
followed by their counsel and advice, dependability, consanguinity and respects. They trust their teachers
due to their counsel and advice, followed by respect, sacrifice, and mutual trust. They trust their friends
due to their advice, followed by empathy, mutual trust, dependability, friendship and sacrifice. Second,
trust of their parents are highest among the elementary school students and lowest for the middle school
students and lower for older age groups. The trust in teachers are highest among the elementary school
students and lowest among the middle school and university students. In contrast, trust in friends
increase from elementary school students to older age groups. Third, among trust in people and
institutions, they are highest for parents and family and lowest for politicians and political parties. Except
for trust in friends, trust of significant others and institutions (family, teachers, neighbors, company
executives and politicians) is highest among the youngest age group and it decreases with older age
group. Fourth, Yamagishi's generalized trust was highest among the older age groups (high school and
university students). The patterns of results for relational trust and generalized trust is different and it

points to the importance of understanding trust from the indigenous psychological perspective.

key words : trust among adolescents, velational trust, indigenous psychology, trust of pavents, wrust of teachers, trust of

Jriends, sacrifice, vespect, empathy
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