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The Effect of Empathy on Social Justice Commitment:
A Social-Cognitive Perspective

Moon-Kyung Min Na-Bin Lee Hyun-Nie Ahn

Ewha Womans University

This purposed of this study was to investigate the effect of empathy on social justice commitment from a
social-cognitive perspective. Specifically, we examined how cognitive and affective empathy affect social
justice commitment through social justice self-efficacy, social justice outcome expectation, and social justice
interest which represent a social-cognitive path of behavior. Based on the self-report survey sample of 537
people in their twenties, we first controlled social desirability, and then analyzed the measurement and

structure model using Structure Estimate Modeling(SEM). As a result, it turned out that both cognitive

and affective empathy indirectly affected social justice commitment through the path of the

social-cognitive model. However, affective empathy had a larger effect size compared to cognitive

empathy. Results suggest that empathy competence has an effect on not only general altruistic behavior

as known before but also social justice behavior which include the value of equality and

anti-discrimination. Finally, ways for facilitating social justice commitment in terms of cognitive and

affective empathy were suggested.

Key words : cognitive empathy, affective empathy, social justice commitment, social-cognitive perspective
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