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Korean Journal of Psychological and Social Issues
2000. Vol. 6, No. 2, 15-37

A Survey of Important Social Issues in Korean Society (II):
The Comparison with the Results Obtained in 1994

Doug-Woong Hahn* and Hye-Ja Kang**

Department of Psychology Sungkyunkwan University®

Department of Rehabilition Science Taegu University™*

The important social issues that are pérceived by the middle class of Korean people were
mvestigated and compared with the findings from the previous survey (Hahm, 1994). Based on
the method wsed in the previous study, the checklist containing 355 social issues were
administered to 1771 college students and their parents in 5 regional areas in Korea. The
collected data were analyzed by age, sex, and regional areas to compare their characteristics with
the results of the previous study. The resulis showed that there were 9 imaportant social issues
with more than 50% of participants endorsed. More specifically, the most important issues in
order were: (D injustice and corruption of the politicians, @ enviroumental pollution, @) injustice
and corruption of the public servants, college entrance examination, & high rate of
memployment, @ social osiracism in school setting, (@) authority corruption, political
weakness of the government, and © unemployment of the graduates from the local colleges.
Overall, the number of important social issues in 1999 decreased from those in 1994, However,
the injustice and the corruption of the politicians seémed to became worse in 1999 than in 1994
(1994, 66.94%; 1999, 75.27%). According to the respomse rates in the present survey,
environmental pollution and traffic issue seemed to be less important than in 1994. The findings
based on the analyses by age, sex and the regional areas were similar to the previous study of

1994. Finally, the limitations of this study and suggestions for the future study are discussed.
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