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2) "An educated attempt to provide investigative agencies
with specific information as to the type of individual

who committed a certain crime."
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Micro-and Macro-utilities of Criminal Profiling

for Crime Investigations and Law/Policy Evaluation

Kwang B. Park Hyunjung Bae

Department of Psychology, Chungbuk National University

Criminal profiling is a scientific tool to organize various crime scene information based on
psychological theories and psychometric methodologies and to enhance the success probability of
crime investigation. In other words, criminal profiling uses various elements comprising the crime
scene as if they are items in a psychological test and from the responses of the perpetrator and
the victim to those clements, makes educated inferences about the type of the perpetrator.
Therefore, criminal profiling is an applied branch of psychology in which personality theories,
psychometric methodologies, and investigative techniques are systematically orchestrated. On the
other hand, it has not been very well recognized that criminal profiling can provide a useful
frame of reference to evaluate and predict the outcome of legal policies regarding crimes.  This
article is to explain the micro-utility of criminal profiling as an investigative tool as well as its
macro-utility as a conceptual frame of reference that provides the theoretical and empirical bases
for the evaluation of legal policies. The micro-utlity of criminal profiling was explained by
reviewing a survey study conducted in the Great Britain. And the macro-utlity of criminal
profiling as a means to evaluate legal policies was described by using the policy of Korean
government called "The Community Notification of Sexual Offenders Against Minors” as a case in

point.

Keywords : criminal profiling, cvime investigation, policy evaluation, community notification
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