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Analysis for Variables Discriminating Life-Course Persistent

type and Adolescence-Limited type among Juvenile Offenders

Kye-Min Yang Uichol Kim

Department of Psychology, Chung-Ang University

The purpose of this study is to explore the discriminating variables and types of delinquent in Korea
cross-sectionally. More specifically, the goal of this study is to construct a scale classifying the types of juvenile
delinquents based on the Moffitt theory (1993), which assumes that delinquents are not homogeneous and their
behaviors are revealed in different etiology, even though they are conceived as the same. For this purpose, this
study was performed in the following procedures. First, the questionnaire was constructed by the Moffite theory
and previous studies of Koreans and Americans relating to recidivism and early deviant behavior prediction.
Second, the variances of all the items in the questionnaire were calculated and the regression analysis was
performed. The items, that have been removed, has the variance below 0.1, which has no power of
discriminating criminal group and non criminal group in regression. In the third procedure, the variables were
extracted. These variables discriminate criminal group and non criminal group in the adolescent category, and
the same process was exccuted in the adult category through discriminant analysis. Finally, the adolescent
group was classified into two dimensions: one dimension classifies the adolescent group as criminal group and
non criminal group and the other discriminates adult group as criminal group and non criminal group.
Discriminant analysis revealed that the final scale for discrimination of LCP and AL consisted of three factors:
Adolescents' behavior factor, friend factor, and family factor. This study found five important implications. First,
this research has established the psychological basis for the discrimination of juvenile delinquents types. Second,
a delinquent who is classified by this scale has the higher probability of correct assignment than the existing
accepted idea about crime prediction. Third, the allocation of minors into specific intervention is possible based
on the psychological theory. Fourth, the friend factor through discriminant analysis, is a unique variable for the
Koreans. Hinally, this study is identified as cross-sectionally method for juvenie delinquent types, and not

longitudinally study. Therefore, this study is able to overcome the limitation of longitudinal method.

Kye Words : juvenile delinguency, Moffist, life~course persistent, advlescence-limited
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