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Expecied probability of Mis
lic of liem Responss Theory

Personality Groups @ An Applicat

Veon Hee Lee and Kwang B, Pazlk

Chungbuk National University

The purpose of the present paper was to demonstrate a method of estimating the probability
of misclassification when a Scale is used to classify respondents arbitrarily into the high and
low groups based upon the scores on the scale. Determination of misclassification probability is
made possible because Item Response Theory provides theoretically sound estimation of latent
trait. In this study, misclassification was defined by the hypothetical incidents in which the
subjects with the actual degree of traits below the median are assigned into the high group and
the subjects with the actual degree of traits above the median are assigned into the low group

g

based upon the scores on the scale W s estimated misclassificabion probability associated with
Beck Hopelessness Scale was ,06. The interprefive meaning of the misclassification probability

as defined in this study was mscu&@o F mai,\lyg cut-off points on the raw score scale reflecting

those probabilities were provided for practical consideration, and important issues for further

studies were suggested.
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