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Azt BHAY ARA=R 696.060 37 083 908 086
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4 B ARASR 781.453 86 079 904 088
Ay 1109.918 122 079 863 .098
FERET GAH 23
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A FRy 1004.567 53 084 885 .097
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F ¢ = FAF A F = A+E; RMSEA

Root Mean Square Error of Approximation; CFI

Comparative Fit Index; SRMR = Standardized Root Mean Square Residual.
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Does Private Supplementary Education Improve Academic
Achievement, or Does Achievement Drive It?

A Six-Year Within-Person Longitudinal Study

Xyle Ku

Department of Psychology, Korea Military Academy

The relationship between private supplementary education (including hagwon and private tutoring) and
academic achievement has been widely discussed, yet the direction of influence between the two remains
unclear. Using six-year longitudinal data tracking the same individuals from middle school to high school
(N = 2,568), the present study examined within-person associations between parental spending on private
supplementary education and perceived academic achievement. Spending on private supplementary education
was reported by parents, whereas perceived academic achievement was assessed using both parent- and
child-reports. At the between-person level, children from families with higher spending showed higher
overall academic achievement. At the within-person level, however, increases in spending did not predict
subsequent improvements in achievement, whereas increases in achievement were followed by increases in
spending. This pattern was consistently observed across both the parent-reported and child-reported
achievement models. That is, when children’s achievement exceeded their usual level, parents increased
subsequent private education spending. These findings remained robust after controlling for family
socioeconomic status and were more pronounced among males. Overall, parental spending on private
supplementary education appears not to precede academic improvement, but rather to function as a

selective, reactive investment in response to changes in their children’s performance.

Key words : private supplementary education, academic achievement, longitudinal study, within-person change
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