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Analysis of factors affecting “Intention to leave”

in university professors: Is professor still a secure job?

Juil Rie

Hallym University

The main purpose of this study is to identify reasons for voluntary turnover among university professors
in Korea. Different groups of participants in this rescarch were 36 professors whe voluntarily moved to
other universities from their previous one, 115 among the remaining ones who stayed in the same
university, and 480 professors randomly sampled from the nationwide professors population. We conducted
a survey to find out factors affecting voluntary turnover in universities and to determine the relationships
between turnover factors and the "intention to leave" in professors. The results of the analysis show that
professors who changed their universities and the professors sampled in a nation-wide selection were
greatly affected by such satisfaction factors as the opportunity for self improvement. However, professors
who remained in the same university cited pay as important factors to determine a turnover. In detail, as
some of the most important factors to determine turnover, the turn-over professors cited opportunity for
self improvement, alternative options to move, and unwise investment of the foundations. However the
answers of the professors who stayed were level of pay, unwise investment of the foundations, and
concerns about university's future. Professors sampled randomly in a narionwide answered the opportunity
for self improvement, research environment, and research improvement to be the important factors for
turnover. In a last analysis, “intention to leave” was related more deeply to such dissatisfaction factors as
the future potential of university, level of pay and the role of the foundations or government than

satisfaction factors like the opportunity for self improvement and research improvement.

key words . voluntary tuvngver, intention to leave, professor, satisfaction
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