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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the administrative system and legislation of Canada’s libraries
with priority given to public library. Canada is a constitutional monarchy, a federal state and parliamentary
democracy with 10 provinces and 3 territories and two systerms of law(civil law and common law). There
are about 1,045 public libraries in fotal and ifs governance and legislation is a provincial responsibilify.
For that reason, federal government did not legislate on public libraries and library act is the provincial
public library statute authorizing the establishment and operation of public libraries and their management
by boards. In Canada, each provincial library act provides for four types of public libraries : municipal
libraries, regional libraries, districts libraries, and integrated public library systems.
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1 Definitions
2 Public libraries continued
3 Establishment of public library
4 Union libraries continued
2 Establishment of union public library
6 County libraries continued
7 County library establishment
8 County library co-operative boards continued
9 Composition of public library board
10 Board members
11-12 Notice of vacancies ; Vacancies
13-14 Disqualification of board member ; First meeting
Part 1 - ) . .
Public Library 15-17 Staff ; Meetings ; Language
Service 18-19 Expenses ; Real property
20 Powers and duties of board
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22 Employee benefits
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24 Estimates
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31 Establishment
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39 Regulations
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Transfer of Books 12 Transfer of Books to Library
New Publications 13 Required Deposit of Copies of New Books
Financial 14 Special Operating Account
Report to Parliament 15 Annual Report
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Short Title 1 Short title
. . 2 Definitions
Interpretation and Application 3 Application
Establishment and '_1 Estabhshment . ..
Organization o Appointment of Librarian and Archivist
€ 6 Establishment of Advisory Council
7 Objects
Objects and Powers 8 Powers of Librarian and Archivist
9 Destruction or disposal
Legal Deposit 10 Deposit of publications

Obtaining Archival
Quality Recordings for 11
Preservation Purposes

Providing archival quality copy

12

Destruction and disposal

Government and Ministerial 13 Transfer of records

Records 14 Application
15 Restricted access to Privy Council confidences
16 Surplus publications

Surplus Crown Assets Act

17 Surplus Crown Assets Act not to apply
Financial Provisions 18 Account
General 19 Certified copies
Offences and Penalties 20 Offence and punishment
Amendments to the .
Copyright Act 21-22 Copyright Act
. _ Access to Information Act, Copyright Act --Yukon

Consequential Amendments 25-01 First Nations Self-Government Act
Transitional Provisions 52 No continuation in office

. 53 Bill C-13
Coordinating Amendments 51 Bill C-25
Repeals 55-56 Repeal ; Repeal of R.S., ¢. N-12
Coming into Force 57 Order
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{52 1) Nova ScotiaZ "Public Libraries Act .2l =&t

FEHT Fa 23
Short title
A Purpose of Act
Provincial Library
Administration
Appointment of Provincial Librarian
Duties of Provincial Librarian
1 Agreement to establish regional library
(2) Withdrawal from agreement
Additional participation
8 Borrowing power
Source of funds
(1)-(2) Regional library board ; Composition of board
(3)-(4) Term of office ; Ineligibility for re-appointment
Powers
1 Provincial Library Council
(2)-(4) Term of office ; Term of representative ; Allowance
(5) By-laws
(6) Review of public library service
(D-©2) Recommendations respecting grants ; When grants announced
(1)-(2) Auditor ; Financial Report
(D-2) Regulations respecting funding ; Regulations Act
Regulations
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(EE2 2> Newfoundland= "Public Libraries Act 2 =&}

e 78 8% K
1 Short title
2 Definitions
3 .. . .
A5 Provincial Information and Library -
6 Term of office ; Employees
7 Function of provincial board
Cancellation of certificate
Part 1 8 .
Provincial Information 9 Property of board
and Library 10 Uée of government property
Gifts or bequests
Resources Board 11 . .
19-14 Contributions towards pensions
Expenses ; General funds ; General and trust funds
5 Books of account Rep. by 1996
6 Report of provincial board cR-10.1 s59
(2T 20, 22, 24,
Part 1 17 Regional library board 29, 33, 36, 33)
Regional Library 18 Composition of board
Boards 19 Functions of regional board
Part 1 21 St. John's Library Board
St. John's Library 23 Advisory body
Board 2 Secretary of board
Part IV 26-27 | Local board ; Name of board ; Accountability of
Local Boards 23 board
30 Employee ineligible
Part V 31-32 | Election of officers ; Executive committee
General 34-35 | Meetings ; Minutes
37-40 | By-laws ; Offence ; Fine




