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A Study on the Subject Specialization System Model of University
Libraries in the 21st Century
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ABSTRACT

It is searched that 56 out of 185 university libraries(30.2%) has adopted ‘subject specialization” organization. This ‘subject specialization’
emerged when university libraries began to care about their users and services for them more than other factors in planning and
structuring their organization. The number of university libraries which try to adopt that organization has been continuously increasing.
To settle ‘subject specialization’ in the university libraries under Korea's proper condition and to maximize its effect, each library
should consider one's own conditions and step the reasonable procedure in adopting that system. Considering the similar condition
which the university libraries in Korea face such as shortage of material support, “Mixed Model of subject specialization” is reasonable,
which means in whole structure of library function-oriented organization is adopted and in Reference Service, subject
specialization is adopted. However, the ideal and final destination of Korea's university libraries is the adoption of “Full subject
specialized model”; it can be reached when they are supported by sufficient human resources and good conditions.
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