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The Wrong Path and the Right Path of Library Policy in Local
Governments: Focusing on the Establishment of a Library Foundation
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ABSTRACT

The public library is the local centre and gateway of knowledge and information. Therefore,
the library should be funded and operated by local government and the governing body will
be responsible for matters of policy of the library. However, recently public libraries in Korea
have faced enormous policy challenges such as the damage of its identity, outsourcing or
contracting-out of management, and the general chaos of its administrative system. This paper
aims to analyze the current level of infrastructure and policies of public libraries and to review
the wrong path and the right path of library policies focused on establishing a library foundation
and outsourcing library management in Seoul and Incheon.
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Subject Categories, circa 2008.” [online]. [cited 2010. 5. 20].
<{http://foundationcenter.org/findfunders/statistics/pdf/04_fund_sub/2008/avg_sub_08 pdf).

6) The Foundation Center's Statistical Information Service. “Funding by Subject Area.”

[online]. [cited 2010. 5. 10]. <http://foundationcenter.org/findfunders/statistics/gs_subject.html).
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