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ABSTRACT

EBLIP seeks to improve library practice by utilizing the best available evidence in conjunction with
a pragmatic perspective developed from working experiences in librarianship. The purpose of this study
is to apply the evidence-based library and information practice(EBLIP) in Korean librarianship with
encouraging the practitioners to publish in their workplace. Content analysis on papers accepted for
publication among five LIS journals and focus group interview were performed in order to investigate
the contexts and perceptions on the publishing activities of practicing librarians. While the proportion
of papers that librarians wrote was calculated at 26 percent among the sample, the percentage of papers
with librarians as a single author was only 9.2. Significant obstacles for librarians to publish papers
due to organizational level were observed. The author suggests organizational support and better
framework for communicating research based on practice such as publication of evidence-based practical
journal and the adoption of structural abstract. The findings reinforce the importance of teaching rigorous
research methods in workplace.
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evidence-based library and information practice, evidence-based practice, librarianship,
practitioner, research
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Abstract

measured and question their efficacy.

Keywords Value added, Public libraries
Paper type Viewpoint

Purpose -- To examine the different discourses put forward on how the value of a public library can be

Design/methodology/approach - - Discusses some of the methodologies used to evaluate public libraries
and offers a viewpoint on the desirability of valuing public libraries from an economic standpoint.

Findings - - The paper argues that focussing on the economic value of an institution like the public library
runs the risk of demeaning its social and intellectual foundations. Additionally that obsession with issue
statistics leads to an incorrect focus for libraries about their potential impact on their community.

Practical implications - - The paper should be of interest to anyone researching the topic of public libraries
and how they are perceived, as it offers a viewpoint on how libraries should be valued by society.

Originality/value -- The paper offers an alternative viewpoint regarding the effectiveness of some of the
mainstream evaluation methods used to justify the value of public libraries.
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