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Analysis of Word Based Classification
of U.S. Public Libraries and its Implications
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ABSTRACT

This study aims to analyze the word based classification used in U.S. public libraries and their
implications for Korean libraries. For this purpose, eleven U.S. public libraries using the word
based classification system were selected and the specific classification types, their motivation,
collection size, methods used in the conversion from DDC, and pros and cons were examined. The
result of the analysis shows that the word based classification system may be categorized into
the two types: Dewey-free or Dewey-lite and its application methods are different case by case.
As a result, the positive impacts and implied problems of the word based classification system
for library use and library operation were examined. In addition, the new system’s implications
on the Korean libraries were also discussed.
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Albany Public Library, NY

http://www.albanypubliclibrary.org/

Darien Library, CO

http://www.darienlibrary.org/

Delta Township District Library, Lansing, MI

http://www.dtdlorg/

DeWitt Community Library, NY

http://www.dewlib.org/

Frankfort Public Library District(FPLD), IL

http://www frankfortlibrary.org/

Henry County Public Library, KY

http://www.henrylibrary.org/

Perry Branch Library, Gilbert. Maricopa County Library District(MCLD), AZ | http://www.mcldaz.org/

Phoenix Public Library, AZ

http://www phoenixpubliclibrary.org/

Rakow Branch of the Gail Borden Public Library District, IL

http://www.gailborden.info/

Rangeview Library District, Northglenn, CO

http://www.anythinklibraries.org/

Topeka and Shawnee County Public Library, KS

http://www.tscpl.org/
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%3] Peebles, Margaret, 2009. “Some Dewey Some Don't.” Illinois Library Association Annual Conference. 8, October.
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twentieth-century United States / Celello, Kristin.

Dates and Mates 306.810973 Celello

It's our day: America’s love affair with the white wedding, 1945-2005
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you can do about it. / Berkowitz, Bob.
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& communication in 5 days / Leman, Kevin.
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