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The Image of Generations in Koran Society with
Transferable Coexistence Perspective

Sang-Min Whang and Jin-Young Yang

Department of Psychology, Yonsei University

The image of cohort groups in Korean Society has been scrutinized in a frame of social representation.
In order to identify the existence of diverse cohort groups and to compare them, the indices of values
and lifestyles have been examined. At study 1, 179 college students have participated to describe their
values and lifestyles with 89 items which have been extracted at pilot study. For the values & life styles
of cohort groups in Korean society, 8 summarizing factors with 57 itmes were drawn : Traditional
familism, traditional collectivism, individualism, materialism, social consciousness, focused-ability and
role, and traditional hierarchy. At study 2, 25 respondents have joined to characterize the 6 cohort groups
in unstructured Q-sorting task with 159 items, included the 57 items at study 1. The social representation
of 6 cohort groups were significantly distinguishable with 8 indices of values & life styles in Korean
society. After we have clustered the 6 cohort groups with 8 indices, we identified four prototypical social
representations to characterize the generational images in Korean society : traditional conservatism,
individual openness, social innovation, and security seecking semi-bourgeois groups. The change of cohort
images in a frame of social representation will be explored further with the generational profile by the
change of Korean.

Keywords : generation, cohort group, generational image, social representation, generational profile
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