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The Psychological Analysis on Image of Presidential Candidates
Distinguished by Generation and Lifestyles of Their
Supporters :Another New Trial for a Social Application of
Psychological Research

Sang-Min Whang and Dowhan Kim

Yonsei University

At this research, we have applied the psychological concepts and methods to understand Korean
social-political phenomena. When a psychologist deals with the social phenomena, the person does not
verify the psychological construct with objective criteria, but demonstrate how the individual subjective
responses are reacting to the social phenomena. This assumption was the starting point to evaluate the
images of three presidential candidate, Roh Moo-Hyun, Lee Hae-Chang, Chung Mong-Jun) at 2002
presidential election. The judgment on candidate at election is not based on the candidate personalities
or potentials, rather it is judged by the preference of the voters and their lifestyles. 146 have participated
at this study, and they have evaluated their perception on the three candidates, while they reported their
personal lifestyles. The images of candidates have clearly distinguished by 6 indices, ’clarity,
comfortableness, freshness, intelligence, potency, elegance’. The lifestyles was a clear index to distinguish
the candidates’ supporters. There was a significant correlation between candidate images and supporters’
lifestyles. This research was interepreted to show that political supporters prefer the candidate based on
their personal lifestyles, not by the candidates’ slogans or characteristics. The perception of image on
candidate, and the lifestyles of supporters may imply the generational differences in Korean political
phenomena.,

Key words : lifestyle, image, voting behavior, generation
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