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Y5 T HEH TS P HHYF U
AgollE AR/ HEH 84 oY= AF
A gRlEe] Fo3t IS V] X1 ThHagan, 1974).
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, A, AREAS, o=, AEEs)
Hgeu 2d S@HEE 2007, A¥E HEY,
2008; s, 2017; HHE R, o4, 2011; HHA|
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3AA, 2007; Carlsmith, 2006; Johnson, 1957;
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Construal Level and Punishment: Focusing on Temporal Distance

KaYoung Lee Dahee In Beom Jun Kim

Department of Forensic Psychology, Kyonggi University

This study aims to investigate differences in sentencing depending on temporal distance. Participants (127
college students) were asked to read crime scenarios and respond to questionnaires. In Study 1, the participants
were randomly assigned to one of two different temporal distance(proximal/distal) conditions. They read the
crime scenario and were asked to make a sentencing judgment. The results showed that the participants who
were assigned to the distal condition generally gave a longer sentence than the participants in the proximal
condition. Study 2 was conducted to find out the effect of temporal distance on sentencing when the
sentencing factor was provided. The participants were randomly assigned to four different conditions by the
temporal distance(distal/proximal) and the sentencing factor(mitigating/aggravating) and read a crime scenario to
make a sentencing decision. The results turned out that there were the main effects of the sentencing factor
and the temporal distance. Also, the interaction effect between the factors was significant. In the aggravating
condition where the cause of crime was retaliation, the participants sentenced longer when the crime was

distant than near. The limitations of the study and the suggestions for further research are discussed.

Key words : Construal level theory, Psychological distance, Temporal distance, Sentencing Factor, Punishment
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