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Abstracts

A Study on the Descent of Tejaprabha Buddha in Museum of

FineArt, Boston
Jung, Jin-hee

The Descent of Tejaprabha Buddha housed in Museum of Fine Arts, Boston
is considered one and only painting of Tejaprabha Buddha that has been
inherited ever since the Koryo Dynasty. As the special Buddha astronomical
chart of Koryo Dynasty, the work had accepted but also newly created both
the Koryo’s traditional spiritual faith and this other spiritual faith of Taoism
when the tejaprabha Buddha faith, first introduced and spread throughout
Koryo Dynasty from the late 9th century to the early 10th century, was becoming
popular among the public.

The old composition with the twenty—eight mansion placed around the
edge and the knowledge—king of anger looks that expresses the rage
configuration observed in the ceremony text are the evidences that shows,
this work was designed based on the conventional rules and regulations of
the tejaprabha Buddhist ritual, and that apparently agrees to these general
ideas of the royal ceremony of a Buddhist mass for clean the disaster, However,
all those elements of iconography such as the composition that had placed
the twenty—eight mansion based on the tradition of Goguryeo, an adviser
Bodhisattva that represents North Pole three—star, and the great bear, canopus,
the Big Dipper, god of sky and others that are never found in the iconography
of Tejaprabha Buddha of China are only the distinctive motifs which Korea
personally had chosen and re—interpreted when they were accepting the motifs
from China,

All the stars painted in The Descent of Tejaprabha Buddha of Koryo Dynasty
are determined to be related to the faith of birth year star believed by Buddihism—
Taoism, and they are these miracle stars that had been religiously emphasized
even by the folk faith of Koryo Dynasty. In the light of that, the study believes
that The Descent of Tejaprabha Buddha of Koryo Dynasty which had painted
all those stars mentioned above simply in one screen has been dealing with
not only the spiritual faith of Taoism but also the traditional Koryo miracle
stars faith within this one Buddhist frame. It is assumed that the iconography
of Tejaprabha Buddha of Koryo with those styles described above applied
was created in the mid—12th century. In addition, how the Korean miracle
stars faith puts the great significance on the great bear did have an effect
on the great bear’s being magnified in the iconography Tejaprabha Buddha,
and this particular change has been still inherited from the past to the present,





