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Abstracts

Joseon Period Peach Blossom Land Paintings and Modern
Changes in Their Expression
Choi, Kyoung-hyun

Peach Blossom Land paintings, representing an East Asian utopia, were
produced continuously from the Joseon period to modern times, Such works
have been thought to be based on Tao Yuanming(FMii#H)'s The Peach Blossom
Spring(BAEIRED), but analyses of Peach Blossom Land paintings from the Joseon
and modern periods confirm that they are almost indistinguishable from Tang
Dynasty poet Wang Wei( £#t)'s Journey to the Source of the Peach Blossom
River(BkFAT) 2 thymed response(:kK#) to Peach Blossom Land, This was also
the case in China.

Peach Blossom Land paintings from the late Joseon period have certain
specific common features. They feature a cave and an empty boat in the
lower right of the picture; women, children and dogs gathered to watch a
fisherman and an old man meeting in the middle of the picture; and fields
and houses at the foot of mountains in the background. Condensed onto
a single canvas, these works correspond to, various panoramic scenes from
continuous narrative paintings originally painted on long scrolls, depicting
the fisherman’s trajectories against landscape backgrounds. These scenes are
almost identical to Peach Blossom Land paintings contained in the
Qian-gu-zui-sheng Alpum ({(FiiiE&nG)), which was introduced to Korea by
Ju Jibeon(Z#%), and appear to have been widely copied and appreciated
by Joseon literati.

Peach Blossom Land paintings by An Jungsik(ZH1#) and his students in
the 1910s and 1920s show different expressive methods when compared to
those of the Joseon period. They all feature scenes of the fisherman on a
boat, against a landscape background, heading toward the cave that is the
entrance to the Peach Blossom Land. The new expressive method of modern
Peach Blossom Land was due to the influence the Wu Qingyun(54#%E)’s works
in Chao Xun(#3#)’s version of the Manual of the Mustard Seed Garden(F+F &=
), published In Shanghai, had on An Jungsik. An also showed change in
the spatial expression of Peach Blossom Land paintings, borrowing modern
visual forms to replace the classical idealized scenery with real scenery. This
was a pivotal moment in art history, foreshadowing the prevalence of real-scenery
landscape painting that began with the Dongyeonsa(F#fiit) artist group in
modern Korean painting.



