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Abstracts

The Developmental Process and Characteristics of the ‘Gimyeong-
jeolii-do’ Paintings of An Jung-sik
Kim, Ye-jin

Artist An Jung—sik(1861-1919) perfected his own style within the gimyeong—
Jeolji~do(# MATHEE, “precious vessels with flowering plants and/or fruits”) genre,
building upon the auspicious paintings in the same genre made popular by
19th century painter Jang Seung—eop(1843-1897) and decorative court paintings.
An added a literati-style elegance and seasonal mood to what had originally
been the characteristically auspicious paintings, establishing an individual style
different from that of Jang’s.

Several of An Jung-sik's gimyeongeolji~do survive in the form of large
folding screens of 10 panels or more, some of which were used in royal
palaces. An began producing works for palaces in 1901, after travelling through
China and Japan for two years. The folding gimyeongeolji~do screens he
produced during this period are characterized by several different styles of
antique bronze vessels rendered realistically and emphasized in dark ink.
It is thought that this increased number of bronze vessels in gimyeongjeoli—~do
was related to the folding screens depicting bronze ritual vessels that were
enjoyed in royal palaces as auspicious symbols of longevity and bearing many
sons, Meanwhile, the tendency to paint in black ink and refrain from using
bright colors, and the emphasis on elegant style reflected the cultural trend
of the time that favored literati-style and glamorous motifs, examplified in
the “eight gentlemen” and “ten gentlemen” paintings.

After leaving his position as magistrate of Yangcheon County in July 1907,
An moved away from court painting and actively took part in selling and
exhibiting paintings, and in organizing art and calligraphy exhibitions. Around
this time, he began experimenting with new changes, including the use of
light colors and the molgol-chaesaek(Z B ¥, “color with no outline”)
technique. The most pronounced characteristic of An's gimyeongeolji—do
in the late 1900s was his consideration of seasonality in his choice of flowers
and fruits, His ten—panel folding screens showed chronological progressions
from spring to winter in terms of motifs and accompanying descriptive poems,
and he also chose seasonally—matched combinations of flowers and fruits
in his double—and single—canvas works. The changing seasons motif was
part of a tradition dating back to China’s Song Dynasty in genres such as
sagye—hwajo—hwa(lWZEEE®#, “birds and flowers of the four seasons”) and
sagye~hwahwe-hwa(lWZELF T,  “flowers of the four seasons”), but in this
study T have concentrated on the influence of the sagye-hwahwe-hwa produced
in large numbers by Japanese artists in the late-19th and early—20th centuries.



This is because An’s technique shows strong similarities to that of modern
Japanese painters of the Nanpin School tradition, who had leamed the techniques
of professional Qing painter Shen Quan(Shen Nanping, 1682-1760).

The reason An’s gimyeongeolji~do works differ from those of Jang Seung-
eop appears to be due to the court’s preference in painting appreciation,
and the influence of and inspiration from Japanese paintings that had been
introduced to Korea. An’s gimyeongjeolji~do works are particularly notable
for showing the route through which Ming and Qing flower and vegetable—and—
fruit painting styles were introduced to Korea via Nagasaki, Japan, under

An’s new and distinctive touch,



