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Abstracts

Tradition of Gwangju Pansori in the Early and ‘Gwangju Vocal
Music Research Institute’
Shin, Eun-joo

Gwangju is the hometown of the Pansori Seopyeonje, and several Pansori
singers emerged from this region. In particular, Kim, Chae-Man, a native
of Hwasoon, Chunnam, fostered his students in Gwangju, who played leading
roles in various Changgeuk groups and Pansori performance in the early
20c throughout Chullado and even Seoul. They formed several Changgeuk
groups (Korean classical opera troupe) in the early 20c, starting with ‘Kim,
Chang—Hwan Hyeobryulsd that was organized by Kim, Chang—Hwan and then
joined by Kim, Chae-Man and other followers, ‘Yangmyeongsd, ‘Gwangju
Hyeobryulsa, and ‘Hwarang changgeukdari, However, afterwards, around
1910, Kim, Chang—Hwan and his followers left Yangmyeongsa and Gwangju
Hyeobryulsa of the Gwanggu region, and the groups were mainly operated
by Kim, Chae-Man and his followers, In Hwarang Changgeukdan, which was
subsequently organized in 1939, a new generation of Pansori singers, taught
by students of Kim, Chae-Man, became the main members.

The rich tradition of Gwangju’s Pansori singers, built through a solid pansori
genealogy following Kim, Chae-Man and their consistent Changeuk group
organization, was consolidated as ‘Gwangju Vocal Music Research Institute’
with Korea’s liberation in 1945, Its main members included followers of Kim,
Chae-Man who were members of Gwangju Hyeobryulsa and Hwarang
Changgeukdan, and among them, Park, Dong=Sil, Cho, Mong=Sil and Cho,
Sang=Seon played pivotal roles. Park, Dong=Sil and Cho, Sang-Seon were
even acknowledged in the Seoul musical circle, and they contributed to the
organization and performance of several other Seoul organizations, in addition
to their work with the Gwangju Vocal Music Research Institute. Most of the
group’s members made a guest appearance in the inagural performance of
the National Gukak Center in January 1946, and they became the foundation
of establishing the Joseon Classical Music Research Institute’ in December
1945,

However, ironically, the process of expanding their activities from the
Gwangju and Chullado region to Seoul eventually resulted in the dissolution
of the Gwangju Vocal Music Research Institute and as Park, Dong=Si/ and
Cho, Sang=Seon crossed over to North Korea, subsequently, Gwangju Pansori
lost its driving power. The organization and activity of Pansori singers in
the Gwangju region through the Gwangju Vocal Music Research Institute ceased
due to Seoul being the center of musical culture at the time, as well as
the division of the country, but their contributions and significance in the
early 20c should be highlighted and recognized.



