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Abstracts

Dangun’s Portrait in the Collection of Park Chan-ik(AM&¥%) Family
Kim, Sung-hwan

There have been various speculations regarding the painters and transmission
process of Dangun portraits-including Solgeo, a legendary artist of the ancient
Silla Kingdom. Yet the portraits that we see today were created after the
Korean Empire during the Japanese occupation period, and there are also
several versions of them, making it difficult to figure out which are authentic
old ones and how they have been passed down through generations. After
the Donga Ilbo’s campaign to collect depictions of Dangun, the scroll picture
enshrined in Daejong—gyo (the Great Ancestral Religion) was officially recognized
and has since served as his official portrait,

With a determination to pursue “Dangun’s teaching,” Dong-a Tlbo launched
in its first issue released in early April 1920 a campaign to collect portrayals
of Dangun, It was aimed at celebrating Dangun, the Founding King of Korea,
as the center of the nation and its people. The campaign, however, did not
progress smoothly. On the National Foundation Day of 1922, after failing
to choose a winner among the 56 contenders submitted, the newspaper exhibited
the ‘Portrait of Dangun, God of Heaven, a full-figure illustration of Dangun
which had been venerated within the Daejong—gyo religion. Since then, it
has been accepted as the standard of his scroll portraits.

Yet little facts have been established concerning the period and process
of its creation, for that one is authenticated as the oldest extant, Of course,
there exist previous records stating that his portraits were created and enshrined
in Daejong-gyo and other Dangun religions and they were printed to diffuse
religious faith and the spirit of independence; however, the portraits themselves
have not yet surfaced. In this regard, the scroll portrait image of Dangun
in the collection of Park Chan-ik (A#M%#) family takes on an important
significance, although it is only a half-length figure. This is because it was
produced for mass distribution in 1917 by the western headquarters of Daejong-
gyo in Shanghai, in commemoration of the National Foundation Day. The
discovery of this photographed portrait has enabled us to secure the true
standard of such portraits of Dangun.



