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Abstracts

The Conception on Jumong and Dongmyeong and the
Establishment of the Idea of Dongmyeongseongwang in the

Goryeo Dynasty
Song, Young-dae

Samguksagi (ZBI#EL) records Dongmyeongseongwang (RKHZETE) as the
founder of the Goguryeo (®MH) Kingdom, whereas the name of Jumong
(&%) is mentioned as its progenitor in official Chinese history. Earlier studies
have clarified that Dongmyeong (K#) and Jumong are not the same figure,
There has been a controversy over the issue of why the two different persons
came to be merged into one, The Goryeo (#i#) Dynasty held on to the
idea of its being the successor of Goguryeo from the initial period. This
is clearly reflected in its name and reverberates in Seo Hui's (##%) diplomatic
negotiation with Xiao Xunning (#3#%) of the Khitan Liao Dynasty of China.

For several reasons, it is unlikely that the idea of their being the identical
person was created from a misconception of people after Goguryeo’s fall
or in the early Goryeo period. Firstly, considering the high level of Goryeo
people’s understanding of the Chinese character, they would not have been
confused with the mythical stories of Jumong and Dongmyeong who were
treated as two separate figures in official Chinese history. Secondly, the existence
of Jumong was clearly referred to in Chinese memoranda sent to Goryeo.
Lastly, forming a misconstrued idea of foundership based on a wrong perception
is unfathomable, considering that it is a matter related with national identity.

It is believed that the integrated identification of Dongmyeong and Jumong
began with the granting of a posthumous epithet to Dongmyeong’s shrine
in 1011, At the same time, by merging Baekje's progenitor, Dongmyeong,
with Goguryo’s Jumong, a hierarchical relationship between Goguryeo and
Baekje was formulated. In other words, Goryeo tried to bring the people
together based on the Goguryeo—centered notion of progenitorship and inculcate
the people of Later Baekje (#AW) with the idea of the same origin.



