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Abstracts

The Production Background and Characteristics of Hangeul
Investiture Letters Conferring Additional Posthumous Titles on the

Rovalty of the Joseon Dynasty
Kim, Bong-jwa

This research attempts to identify the characteristics and usages of Hangeul~
written investiture letters that confer additional posthumous titles on the royalty
of the Joseon Dynasty by examining their production background, physical
features and contents,

There are a total of four extant Hangeu/ investiture letters that confer ancillary
posthumous titles on particular individuals of the Joseon Dynasty. Three of
them record King Gojong's conferral of additional posthumous titles on Great
Royal Dowager Queen Shinjeong, Queen Dowager Hyojeong, and Queen
Mother Cheolin on February 10, 1866. The other letter, written by the crown
prince on February 11, 1890, confers a posthumous title on his mother, Queen
Myeongseong.

In general, investiture letters were produced in Hangeu! for three purposes:
as court documents presented to the king, the queen, and royal consorts
for their approval; as practice materials by which a designated court matron
rehearsed reading the contents of funerary rituals; and as preservation materials
for the court matron, All existing Hangeul investiture letters that confer additional
posthumous titles are court documents presented to queens.



