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Abstracts

The Dharani Coffin from the Nongso Tomb and the Cult of

Shattering Hell during the Goryeo Dynasty
Lee, Seung-hye

Inscriptions of Buddhist mantras and dharanis were put into Chinese tombs
on behalf of the deceased from the Tang dynasty onward as the fear of postmortem
judgment and punishment at ten courts of hell was firmly established. Such
notion of the afterlife and the practice of putting dharani inscriptions in tombs
seem to have been received by Korean Buddhist by the beginning of Goryeo
(918-1392). This paper sheds new light on the use of dharanis on the funerary
objects and structures during the Goryeo period through a close examination
of a wooden coffin excavated in 2014 from a tomb located in Nongso-myeon,
Ullimri, Sunchang-gun, North Jeolla Province. The coffin bears inscriptions
of the “Six-Syllable Mantra of the Luminous King” (Om mani padme him) and
the “Mantra for Shattering Hell” (Om karadeya svahd) on its lacquered exterior
walls. While defining the dharant coffin from Nongso Tomb as one form of
funerary dharants, this paper situates it in the historical trajectory of such
practice by comparing it with the Liao precedents. The dharant coffins from
the Goryeo and Liao tombs attest that the Buddhist of the time practiced mantras
and dharants promising salvation of the deceased from hell during their lifetime
and beyond. The dharani coffin from the Nongso Tomb further shows that
the Goryeo Buddhist opted for the “Mantra for Shattering Hell” (Om karadeya
svaha) that is seldom attested in the Liao funerary context. It proposes that
the mantra may have been transmitted to the Korean peninsula as part of

the food bestowal ritual and incorporated into funerary context.






