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Abstracts

Changing History of Korean Goddess
Mun, Hea-jin

Mariolatrous culture in Korean neolithic era can be proved by female figurines
in Sinsamri of Ulsan and Nongpodong of Chengjin and a lozenge pattern in
Bangudae Cheonjeon-ri Petroglyph Rock of Ulsan, which signifies the female
fecundity. And then, Korean goddess are shown in paintings of shaman gods.
Paintings of shaman gods are an iconographical representation of gods in Korean
shamanism. Research subject of this study is 1,038 paintings of shaman gods
in the museum of shamanism, which were used by shamans in Seoul. The
purpose of this study is to examine the origin of Korean goddess and their
changes under male-centered system, using paintings of the museum of
shamanism. Among those in the museum of shamanism, the gods are 86%
and the goddesses such as Taoist fairy/8 Taoist fairies, Hoguasi(a smallpox
goddess), a wife of the sea god, princess Bari, Empress Myeongseong, Empress
Shinduk, grandmother Bulsa/Daesin are 14%. This shows that goddess have
been lost their powers by the gods, have been subordinated to the god by
sacred marriage and have been disappeared or evil since the Bronze Age when
a paternalistic system was constructed. Therefore, this paper will consider the
prototype and changes of Korean goddess under a paternalistic system,
categorizing paintings of shaman goddesses into a nature goddess, a giant
goddess, a goddess held the testing initiation, a devilish goddess and a family
tree of goddesses. This study might be helpful for highlighting Korean goddesses

and understanding their change.






