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Abstracts

The Reciprocity Value and Tradition of the Kookdang Village

Compact in 17thCenturyChoson,Korea
Jung, Su-hwan

The aim of this essay is to explore the community value of local society
during the Choson dynasty and to obtain a better understanding of how modern
Korean rural development evolved from this case. The focus will be on historical
documents, in particular the village compact (kye) formed in the 17t century
in the area of Kookdang village (Gyeongju, Gyeongsang province).

Kookdang village organised its village compact, the Dong Kye, around 1627
after the Imjin Japanese invasion. Members were required to be male elites
from one of 12 clans who were living in Kookdang village and four to eight
nearby villages. In total, there were 118 members of this kye in the 17" century.
It wa ssustained by its regulations, including who could compose its staff, as
well as the conditions for withdrawal and reciprocity rules. The main role
of this kye was helping to provide materials for the funeral ceremonies of
its members as part of the reciprocity agreement, which extended to the wives
and parents of members. The Kookdang Dong Kye furnished support in the
form of cloth and paper, which were necessary for the funeral, to the members
just after death. In this kye, which survived into the 20" century, membership
was passed on to subsequent generations. The members of this kye invented
traditions that were distinctive and predominant compared to those of other
local kyes in the 20" century.

The Dong Kye case provides some clues for examining modern rural
development movements in Korea. Even though the Kookdang village compact
is a case of invention of traditions, which included the reorganisation of the
village's trajectory and adjustment of contemporary community targets related
to rural development, it furnishes background for rural development movements
in 1970s Korea, especially the tradition of reciprocity and its legacy of organising

a community regulated by its own institutions.






