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Abstracts

An Aspect of Copy and Circulation of Jeong Seon’'s Paintings
during the Period of Modernization: Collections of the British

Library
Park, Jeong-ae

Scholar-artist Gyeomjae Jeong Seon (1676-1759) left a strong impression
on 18th-century art, mastering diverse genres including landscape (L), people
and incidents from the past ({#¥A%), and birds, beasts and plants (F#EfES).
Jeong kept painting in his 70s and beyond, and is said to have sometimes
had his son or disciples paint for him. He was famous during his lifetime,
and his painting style remained highly influential among younger artists after
his death. This led to the production of imitations and copies of Jeong's work;
some, featuring counterfeit signatures and seals, have been sold as authentic
works. Such phenomena became even more conspicuous on the art market
of the late-19th to early-20th century, when Joseon began its rush towards
modernization.

The collection of the British Library currently includes two albums titled
Gyeomjae hwacheop (it “Album of Paintings by Jeong Seon”). These were
collected by Alfred Burt Stripling, an Englishman involved in shaping the
modernization policies of the Joseon government, and by American Homer
Bezaleel Hulbert, respectively, and acquired by the British Library in the early
20th century. Though both albums are titled Gyeomjae hwacheop, and some
of their paintings contain themes and styles related to those of Jeong, they
are fakes that show differences to Jeong's work in terms of their characteristics
and level of skill. They appear to have been produced and sold in a period
when the demand, supply and distribution system for antique calligraphy and
paintings, which had acquired new monetary value, was changing. These generic
Jeong Seon painting albums can be seen as material evidence and art-historical
data offering a glimpse of the imitation, copying and distribution of calligraphy
and paintings during Joseon's modernization period.






