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Abstracts

Determining the Year of CheomSeongDae’s Construction
Chang, Hwal-sik

CheomSeongDae(ls%) is generally believed to have been a celestial
observatory(R3(i##llE). However, recent research indicates that it had been a
stupa(#i8) for Queen SeonDeok(#f##4 ) of Silla, who reigned from 632 to 647.
This paper examines some of the early records on CheomSeongDae to determine
its year of construction (GE&F4Y).

The late 13th—century text Memorabilia of the Three Kingdoms("=Bi&5%,)
states that CheomSeongDae was constructed during the reign of Queen
SeonDeok(##4 T%). Hidden inside the text, however, is the implication that
CheomSeongDae was related to the Queen’s wish to be reborn in Trayastrim$a(l’J
#X), a Buddhist heaven(XE) located on top of Mountain Sumeru(ZLL).
Interestingly, the location of the Queen’s tomb and CheomSeongDae are perfectly
aligned with the direction of sunrise on winter solstice(%*FEHH##). This
arrangement seems to have been based on an esoteric sutra(##i¢s) called
Sutra of Consecratior("#8#%,), which states that a holy ruler(®¥) may be buried
in a tomb surrounded by a thick forest and commemorated by a stupa built
at a busy street(¥5%E).

According to the “Treatise on Geography,” an early 15th—century text in
the Chronicles of King Sejong("tts%Es# ,##%), CheomSeongDae was built in
633, the second year of Queen SeonDeok’s reign. The present study finds this
statement fairly reliable, as it appears to have been made between 1427 and
1430 by a local officer stationed in Gyeongju(®#)), the capital of the Silla Dynasty,
based on old records existing at the local government office at that time. This
means that the Queen’s stupa would have been built during the earlier years
of her reign, not after her death.

A late 15th-century history book, the Complete Brief of Three Kingdoms’
Histor{"=B%6i%;), inserted the statement “Silla practiced CheomseongDae(#i##
¥ %) just before the record of Queen SeokDeok’s death in January 647.
This does not necessarily mean that CheomSeongDae was built in the year

of Queen’s death; instead, it likely refers to the performance of a series of



esoteric rituals at CheomSeongDae after the Queen’s death, thus confirming
that the structure was a stupa wishing for the rebirth of Queen SeonDeok
in Trayastrimsa.

Later records combined and consequently distorted preceeding records. In
addition, many speculative statements were added to the records of the 18th
and 19th centuries: for example, the FExpanded Reference Compilation of
Documents("SEHISUE% 1), an encyclopedia for culture and institutions published
in 1908, defines CheomSeongDae as a celestial observatory and states that
it was built in the year of Queen SeonDeok's death. Such distorted statements
have led many modern researchers to incorrectly infer the nature of
CheomSeongDae. This paper recommends potential researchers of CheomSeongDae
to carefully examine earlier records and not rely only on records dating from

more recent centuries.






