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Abstracts

The tea—ceremony and ritual vessels of Seonwonjeon in the late

Joseon Dynasty to the Korean Empire
Koo, Hyein

This article specifically discusses the relationship between ritual vessels and
the arrangement and presentation system of the tea ceremony (darye) held
in Seonwonjeon from the late Joseon Dynasty to the Korean Empire. Seonwonjeon
Hall was a place where the tea ceremonies were held from the late Joseon
Dynasty to the Japanese colonial era. The tea ceremony performed in the
space of Seonwonjeon was an example of various and flexible forms of royal
ancestral rites held during the Joseon Dynasty. Also, it can be said that Confucian
and non-Confucian rituals were harmoniously coexisted.

The tea ceremony performed in Seonwonjeon is an extension of those with
the various and complex attributes that have been performed at the everyday
tea ceremony, banquets, and funerals, traditionally handed down from the
royal family. Since Seonwonjeon was located inside the place, the tea ceremonies
were frequently held. They were recognized as more common and family rites
by breaking away from strict Confucian ritual. The types of the tea ceremonies
held at Seonwonjeon Hall vary depending on the timing and purpose of the
ceremony, and among the diverse tea ceremonies, the birthday tea ceremony
was considered especially important.

The tea ceremony was originally thought to be a ritual to serve tea, but
a comparative analysis of the table setting pictures of Seonwonjeon confirmed
that liquor was served at the tea ceremony and meat was served at the birthday
tea ceremony. Additionally it is believed that the tea ceremony which was
not only filled with tea but also the liquor was valued at the memorial service.

Meanwhile, the Seonwonjeon ritual vessels system was established in the
late Joseon Dynasty. The total quantity reaches about 50 units, and a high
portion of that was silver ware. Especially in the case of ritual cups, jade,
gold and silver materials are the main ingredients. The ritual vessels related
to the tea ceremonies include jade cups, white porcelain cups (silver cups
in the Korean Empire), silver teapots and a bowl for tea leaves. In addition,



there are containers for foods, scents, and lighters.

According to the book titled "Yeongjeongmosa-dogam uigwes(1901), cups
made of jade for wine ceremony and tea ceremony were used as ritual vessels
for the same object in the same space, but were called differently depending
on the type of the ceremony and produced in a different formation. Regardless
of the type of the ceremony, it was confirmed that the cup used only for
tea was silver tea cup.

Seonwonjeon'tea ceremony is a routine ritual that is closer to the deceased,
free from the strict rules of Confucian rites. In addition, the tea wares of
Seonwonjeon Hall was different from the Confucian ritual vessels and at the
same time the vessels were used to serve alcoholic beverages, indicating that

the ritual ceremonies and ritual vessels were closely related.



