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Abstracts

A Study on State Rituals and Offerings of Black Cows during

the Late Joseon Dynasty
Lee, Wook

Cows, lambs, and pigs were used as offerings in state rituals during the
Joseon dynasty. Black cows used at the Jongmyo (royal shrine) and Sajik (alter
of land and grain) were considered to have the highest value among the offered
animals. This study examined the state and management of the black cows,
which were acquired from Jeju Island as tributes for the central government
during the Joseon dynasty. This study further analyzed how the black cows
were placed at the tables during the rituals. Unlike other tributes, which were
reduced in quantity or discontinued in the late Joseon dynasty, the number
of black cow tributes increased by time for two reasons. First, Jongmyo, which
initially commemorated five former kings, needed more black cows as the
number of former kings increased. The rise in the demand was not only caused
by the added number of generations but was also because of the rise in the
number of permanent ancestral tablets that were not allowed to be moved.
Second, the demand for the black cow from Jeju rose due to the king's rain
rituals. The outbreak of cattle plague in the late Joseon dynasty made it difficult
to raise and move the black cows. The government thus attempted to grow
black cows in the regions closer to Seoul. The black cow farm in Anmyeondo
Island was one of the government’'s most representative projects. The farm,
however, did not last due to deforestation. The black cow used for ancestral
rituals could thus only be produced in Jeju and Geoje Island. The number
of cows raised in Geoje Island was fixed to five a year. However, in Jeju Island,
the initial count of 20 continued to rise so that during the period of the Korean
Empire, as many as 49 black cows were presented to the government as royal
tributes every year.

The Jeju black cows were divided into two separate ships for delivery. Most
cows were three-years—old or older. The time of shipment differed by
circumstances, but the cows were most frequently shipped in April. The black
cows shipped to the mainland were raised either in Chungcheong-do or Jeolla-do



for a limited time and were then moved to the Jeonsaengseo in Seoul. The
cows spent approximately three months in Seoul before being used as sacrifices
in rituals. The cows were moved to the Jongmyo the day before the ritual
and were examined and moved to the slaughterhouse. In 1745 (Year 21 of
King Yeongjo's reign), King Yeongjo established a new ceremony where the
king examined the offerings before the ritual, which dramatically changed
the rearing methods of the black cows. Once butchered, the black cow was
disassembled into skin and blood, intestines, head, fresh leg meat, and boiled
beef before being placed at the ritual table. The black cows went through
a long journey from Jeju Island to the ritual table at Jongmyo during the Joseon
dynasty. The supply of the black cow fluctuated depending on the distance
of the journey, disasters, the number of rituals, and interventions from the

king.



