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This study is about the method of constructing a shrine space in Jongmyo 

Jeongjeon Hall in the late Joseon Dynasty and the interrelationship between 

the ancestral tablets and various objects enshrined in the shrine. The inner 

space in the shrine can be divided into a enshrined space and a ritual space 

according to its purpose. The enshrined space is concentrated at the core 

of the ancestral tablets and the ritual space is displayed with various offerings 

and ritual vessels arranged and served by participants. The ancestral rooms 

were divided by by the red blinds and curtains. When the ritual was not held, 

the enshrined room and ritual room were separated by blinds and curtains, 

when the ritual began, they were rolled up to open a combined space where 

ancestors and descendants met. The fact that the ancestral room was operated 

for two purposes, enshrinement and ritual, means not only the difference in 

the purpose of each space, but also the ways arranging ancestral tablets, ritual 

objects, ritual vessels and wooden furniture suitable for each space. 

There are three characteristics of the type and arrangement of ritual objects, 

including the ancestral tablets, the establishing stereotypes, the overlapping 

and wrapping methods, and the repeatation the same space. And it can be 

observed the close interrelationship and effects of the ancestral tablets, ritual 

objects and furniture in the ancestral rooms. Through many historical cases, 

it is confirmed that the ritual materials are not separate beings, but were closely 

related. And We can read ancestral efforts to accept the various changeable 

situation occurred in keeping with the three principles. According to the principle 

of Jongmyo Shrine’s operation, the shrine was operated in a way to reduce 

the difference as much as possible. Through this way, the overall unity and 

balance of the Jongmyo Shrine was maintained.


