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Abstract

Characteristics and Significance of “Three Maitreya Buddhas’ in

Mt. Bonghwang, Samcheok
Jeong, Seongkwon

Three Maitreya Buddhas are located on the western rock of Bonghwangsan
Mountain in Samcheok. This Maitreya Buddha sits on a rock protruding toward
the east gate. The distance between Samcheok-eupseong and Bonghwangsan
Mireukbul is about 600m. Fifty thousand flows between them. Bonghwangsan
Maitreya was known to have been built in 1835 by Samcheok Bussa Lee Gyu-heon.
In this thesis, historical records before and after the appointment of Kyu-Heon
Lee were analyzed. When Lee Kyu-heon took office as a Samcheok official,
a very serious famine continued.

In this paper, by analyzing historical records, it was found that Lee Gyu-heon
made three Maitreya in 1838. The reason Lee Kyu-heon created the three
Maitreya is to comfort those who are suffering from famine.

The face of Maitreya of Mt. Bonghwang is flat, with a protruding triangular
nose. The reason why stone statues that were popular in the southern part
of the Korean Peninsula appear in Samcheok, Gangwon-do is related to Lee
Kyu~heon. Before coming to Samcheok as an official in 1835, Lee Gyu~heon
managed it in the southern part of the Korean Peninsula. He was friendly
to Buddhism. At that time, a stone totem was erected in front of the temple.
Lee Kyu~heon was well aware of the stone totems of the southern region of
the Korean Peninsula. The reason why the three Maitreya Buddhas on
Bonhwangsan Mountain in Samcheok have many similarities to the stone totems
of the southern region is closely related to Lee Gyu-heon.

Bonghangsan Maitreya Buddha was moved from the top of Bonghwangsan
Mountain to the present site, Maitreya Rock, in 1857. The reason why the
three Maitreya in Samcheok was moved in 1857 was because of Lee Gyuheon,
who was appointed general in Samcheok.

The tradition of erecting stone Buddha or stone statues around a village
after making it into a fortress began in the southern part of the Korean Peninsula

in the 15th century. Bonghwangsan Maitreya Buddha was built to protect the



fortress of Samcheok Village. It is important to note that traditions created

in the 15th century have been passed down to the 19th century.






