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Abstract

A Study on the Truth of ‘Dissolution Decrees of Pseudo-
Religions’: Focusing on the Cases of ‘Mugeukdo(ffiE)

Kwon, Dong-woo

In studies on Korean modern religions, ‘the Dissolution Decrees of Pseudo-
Religions (FfRE#RS) has been established as an important term to explain
oppression and dissolution of Korean new religions by the Japanese Empire.
Actually, ‘the Dissolution Decrees of Pseudo Religions’ never exists in the form
of laws. This thesis clarified that the term and concept of ‘the Dissolution
Decrees of Pseudo-Religions’ were suggested in earnest in the compilation
of "Encyclopedia of Korean Cultures in 1990s and were settled in the process
that later researchers accepted them thoughtlessly and the Japanese Empire
had its hidden intention to emphasize oppression of national religions in the
background. The point that the term of ‘the Dissolution Decrees of Pseudo
Religions’ was recently created does not mean that the Japanese Empire did
not oppress and dissolve pseudo-religions. The thesis raised a question about
this and practically studied the Japanese Government-General of Korea, the
policemen, and trends of the press in 1936 that the pseudo-religions were
dissolved after 1935. And as a result, it could be found that oppression of
national religions cannot be absolutely ruled out from the Japanese Empire’s
background to dissolve the pseudo-religions, but the Japanese Government—
General of Korea began the dissolution of the pseudo-—religions in earnest with
the development of Simjeon(U:H) Development Movement.

Through this study, the thesis could be found that ‘the Dissolution Decrees
of Pseudo—Religions was intangible, the practical dissolution of pseudo-religions
was not done in a lump by the Japanese Government-General of Korea, but
planned by the Social Affairs Division of it and executed by each local police
department according to match the situation, and they applied the oppression
method to force religious groups into a corner so that they could not help
being dissolved by themselves by prohibiting them from doing religious activities
including bans on propagating, assembly, and collection of money through
an example of Mugeukdo.






