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Abstract

How Does Landscape Change?: Sonyeosang, the Embassy of
Japan, and Junghak-dong
Choi, Hee Jion

How does the landscape change? This paper attempts to answer the question
by addressing socio—political landscape changes, evolved in Junghak-dong with
Sonyeosang, the site-specific installation, and the Embassy of Japan, its site.
It particularly examines the landscape changes after 2016, as Sonyeosang, the
site~specific installation is assumed to have lost its site, since the Embassy’s
demolition in 2016. In approach to the question above, the physically demolished
however metonymically remained Embassy is read as the fallout from the
unsuccessfully resolved history between Korea and Japan, whereas Sonyeosang
is read as a sign urging a proper solution to it. What the discussion, beginning
with the question of ‘how’, points to is the landscape as an organic complex
in verbal dynamics of ‘coming-to-be’. The landscape, affecting and affected
by socio—political stimuli, expands and reconstructs itself in variations with
which is within and without itself. Hence, the landscape unfolds the organicity
of which is in progress, ever. Sonyeosang travels beyond the landscape of
Junghak-dong; across the national, cultural, ethnic, and ideological boundaries.
The landscape, which is variegated by traveling Sonyeosang, comes to generate
and deploy layers of meanings. In this discussion of the landscape is ‘a
participating body’, a human included. This is because the landscape is, after
all, a trace of human practice and a huge book that embraces it.*” The task
left here is how to read the book.
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