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Abstract

Dealing with Solar and Lunar Eclipses and Document

Administration in the Joseon Dynasty
Noh, In-hwan

Solar and lunar eclipses are natural phenomena that are occurred by the
changes of the positions of sun and moon from the earth. Seowoongwan was
responsible for the matters on solar and lunar eclipses in early Joseon dynasty,
and Gwansanggam took this role since King Sejo. Gwansanggam predicted
eclipses and submitted the notes for them to the king before 3 months. In
1769, King Youngjo made the rule to submit the notes for solar and lunar
eclipses to the king before 5 months. Gwansanggam which belonged to Yejo
reported to Yejo in writing after prediction of eclipses, and Yejo submitted
it to the king. After receiving the approval from the king, Yejo delivered the
dates of the events to Gwanchalsa, Tongjesa, and Yousoo, then, Gwanchalsa
delivered them to local governors.

Once solar and lunar eclipses were occurred, the central and local governments
watched them and performed Gushik. The ceremony of Gushik was prepared
in Guilshikui of Gukjooreui published in 1474, and changed on the place,
dress code, personnel, request contents, and so on in Chilimguilshikui of
Gukjosokoreui published in 1744. In 1785, the rules on Gushik for solar and
lunar eclipses were discussed in the royal court and applied in Daejontongpyon,
and the Gushik ceremony for lunar eclipse was newly developed. Local governors
who performed Gushik during eclipses reported the status to Gwanchalsa and
Tongjesa as Cheopjeong and Seomok. Then, Gwanchalsa and Tongjesa who
were reported by the local governors reported to the king for eclipses by Gyebon.

In this study, the processes dealing with solar and lunar eclipses by Gushik
in the Joseon dynasty were reviewed. Also, the document administration were
clarified on the major events of eclipses from central public offices to the
king, from central to local public offices, and from local public offices to
the king.



