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Abstract

A Study on the Relationship between Mencius' Gi Theory and
Yulgok Neo—confucianism
An, Yoo-kyoung

This paper is aimed at analyzing the meaning and role of ki in Yulgok's
neo—confucianism, and to consider how it is connected to the Mengzhi's the
theory of Gi. Yulgok emphasizes the clear and clean Gi like Mencius's Hoyeonjigi,
which appears as Simsigi, Bonyeonjigi, Damilcheongheojigi, and Damyeon-
cheongheojigi. In this process, just as Mencius used Hoyeonjigi as the theoretical
basis for his theory of nature goodness, Yulgok also uses Bonyeonjigi,
Damilcheongheojigi, and Damyeoncheongheojigi as the theoretical basis for
his GivalliSeungildo or Shimsigi. In addition, just as Mencius distinguished the
clear and clean Hoyeongi from the murky hyeolgi, Yulgok also clearly
distinguishes the clear and clean Damilcheongheojigi from the murky
Jobakoeshinjigi. In this way, it can be seen that Mencius's Gi theory was accepted
as the neo-confucianism of Yulgok and systematized theoretically.



