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Abstract

Versions of Mulmyeonggo and Their Interrelationships

Park, Kkotsaemi - Hwang, Munhwan

In this study, we analyze six versions of Yu Hee’s Mulmyeonggo, including the
recently discovered “llseok Mungo” edition. We re-examined the bibliographic
details of these versions and traced their relationships based on a comparative
approach. Utilizing historical documents, we endeavored to identify the exact
transcription periods and scribes of these six versions. Our findings suggest that the
transcription times align with the period when Yu Hee’s great-grandson, Yu Geun-
Young (1897-1949), was undertaking clean transcriptions of Yu Hee’s posthumous
wortks, for the publication of Muntong.

The currently available versions of the text are primarily classified into two
distinct lineages that not only demonstrate clear differences in structure, but also
show similar patterns in the use of corresponding Korean words and even the
replication of errors. Within Lineage A, it appears that the Jangseogak edition may
have been the foundational text for the Old Jeong Yang-Soo edition and Takahashi
Toru edition. For Lineage B, it is believed that the transcription sequence was as
follows: National Library of Korea edition — Ilseok Mungo edition — Garam
Mungo edition.

Rather than simply introducing the existing versions of Mulmyeonggo, this study
concentrates on deciphering their interconnections. The analysis presented in this
paper sheds light on the approximate lineages of the versions and the order of their

development within each lineage.
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