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Connected Stone-Piled Wooden Chamber Tombs and the Heterarchical

Structure of Silla Society

Ha, Daeryong

This study aims to explain the phenomenon of connected stone-piled wooden
chamber tombs (adjacent burial mounds) from the perspective of heterarchy.
To achieve this, vertical and horizontal classification factors of the burials were
identified, and the relationships between the initial and subsequent burials
were examined. Vertical classifications were determined by categorizing burial
adornments into six units, whereas horizontal classifications were based on sex and
earring types.

The analysis encompassed 36 burial chambers from 21 adjacent burial mounds.
The results revealed unique patterns in the connected tombs. In over 30 instances
of connection, there were no cases where both the initial and subsequent burials
had the same types of burial earrings, nor were there any instances of tombs built
in the order of a single chamber followed by construction of an auxiliary burial
chamber later. In terms of sex, the high frequency of same-sex combinations made
it difficult to view these as marital pairs. Additionally, most connections occurred
within similar rank levels and larger tombs tended to avoid such connections.

These findings strongly suggest the existence of specific regulatory restrictions
on the combinations of adjacent burial arrangements. They also indicate the need
to reconsider the existing hypothesis that connected stone-piled wooden chamber
tombs represent nuclear family compositions. The tendency of larger tombs to
avoid connections challenges the idea that such arrangements were part of a display
strategy based on landscape dominance. The predominance of connections within
the same rank suggests horizontal alliances beyond kinship among the mid- to

lower-ranking elites.
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