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Abstract

The Activities of Yun Da in the Late Silla and Eatly Goryeo Period and
the Significance of the “Gwangja Daesa stele”

Jeon, Hyebeen

Gwangja Daesa Yun Da was a Seon monk active during the late Silla and eatly
Goryeo periods, supported by the local Gentry aligned with the Later Backje. He
cooperated with these forces due to prevailing political realities, as reflected in
the “Gwangja Daesa Stele”. When the local gentry submitted to Goryeo, Yun Da
established ties with the royal court and was highly honored under Wang Geon’s
policy of favoring power around the southwest coast region, helping to restore the
Daeansa Temple’s prominence.

However, following Taejo’s death, factional struggles intensified. Yun Da’s
pagoda stele was erected not by an independent royal order but by a government
decree five years after his death. Notably, the stele lacks the names of lay disciples,
indicating the political motives behind its construction. King Gwangjong’s reign
saw the Hwangbo clan, one of his key supporters, request the erection of the stele,
aiming to control and check the power of factions around the southwest coastal
region, which had grown influential since Goryeo’s founding,

The Hwangbo clan viewed this regional power as a threat and sought to limit its
influence by managing Dacansa Temple and Yun Da. The latter’s recorded unease
about Hwangbo’s involvement reflects this tension. After the rapid succession
struggles between Kings Jeongjong and Gwangjong, power in the southwest coastal
region suffered a major blow. Gwangjong’s consolidated power in Gaegyeong
diminished region’s maritime influence. Thus, the “Gwangja Daesa Stele”
symbolizes the political victory of the Gaegyeong-based faction and its Hwangbo

allies over regional power during eatly Goryeo’s centralization process.
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