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Abstract

A Study on the Theory of Anti-Christianity by Arai Hakuseki
Choi, Youngkyun

This study examines the anti-Christian thought of Arai Hakuseki, a Confucian
scholar appointed as interrogator of the last Japanese missionary, Father Giovanni
Sidotti. The article focuses on Hakuseki’s anti-Christian theory, which connects
with several contexts, including Japan’s view of foreign relations, interest in Western
science and geography, and the Vatican’s mission to Asia. Sidotti’s trip to Japan was
not an official Vatican mission, but it was enabled by his personal determination,
the Vatican’s approval for his entry into Japan, support from Archbishop Tournon
who was traveling to China as a diplomatic envoy, and support from the Spanish
Governor-General of the Philippines. He traveled to Japan to correct the
widespread belief that Christianity would invade Japan and to assess the possibility
of missionary work. The record of Hakuseki’s interrogation of Sidotti, who was
arrested immediately after entering the country, is titled “Seiyo Kibun.” This study
focuses on Hakuseki’s criticism of Christianity, which he develops through three
main arguments. First, he claims that Christian doctrine is irrational and magical.
Second, he argues that Christian doctrine derives from Buddhism and therefore
holds little value. Third, he contends that the concept of human equality in Christian
doctrine threatens the Confucian principles of loyalty and filial piety, which are
essential to the Japanese social order. Through these arguments, Hakuseki ultimately
reaffirms the validity of the policy banning Christianity. The meeting between
Sidotti and Hakuseki highlights the tension between the Western spirit, represented
by Christianity, and the Confucian spirit of East Asia. Relations between Jesuit
missionaries and the elite ruling class of Fast Asia, which began in the 16th century,
developed within the ideological tension of “Hwahonyangjac™: between Westerners
who aimed to introduce Western Christian spirit (metaphysics) and Japanese who
wanted to accept only Western scientific and technological knowledge (physics).
Hakuseki’s perception and criticism of Christianity clearly show common features

in how early modern Western civilization was viewed across Fast Asian countries.
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