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Abstract

The Logic and Its Separation Distance of the Joseon State’s Anti-Catholicism

Kim, Seonhee

This study analyzes the ideological stance presented by the state as the agent
rejecting heterodoxy (F4F), the actual situation, and the logical contradictions
that arise from the gap between them, by examining the Joseon court’s changing
response to the effects of Western Learning (P§£%)—Catholicism and the resulting
differences in its treatment. During King Jeongjo’s reign, the court accepted
Western Learning as a scholarly resource. However, as opposition increased
following the discovery of Catholic communities, the court gradually reduced
Western Learning from scholarship (£2) to a mere stratagem (fiff). It ultimately faced
severe criticism as “the Heterodoxical Ways” (/£i#) and a treasonous group during
the Sinyu Persecution of 1801, which exposed incidents such as the Request to
Dispatch Western Ships to Joseon (KffiFE#K) and Hwang Sa-yeong’s Silk Letter
Incident. This study examines the background, context, logic, and justification
for the shift in perception of Western Learning from a new theoretical resource
to heterodoxical ways seen as a threat to society and a social risk factor. Based on
this analysis, this study analyzes the contexts and implications of the royal edicts
on rejecting heterodoxy (FH#@#) issued by the Joseon court. It also shows how
these edicts display a dual character, using the criminal law system (Jf|E) as a tool
while maintaining edification (24t as their primary purpose, as seen in edicts from
King Sunjo to King Gojong. Through this analysis, the study critically reviews the
justification for punishing Catholics at the national level, the ideology of edification,

and its limitations.
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