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Abstract

The Substance of Foreign Negotiations of Silla and the Geomungo in

the Transmission of the Moolgaeja before and after the Third Century

Kim, Seonsook

The war of Posangpal-guk is recorded as an incident that broke out in the early
3rd century Namhae Isageum times in connection with the water-system narratives
recorded in the Samguksagi. There were eight small Gaya polities located along
the coast of Gyeongnam. Although there is considerable disagreement among
researchers about the time of the outbreak of war, it is generally dated to no earlier
than the fourth century.

Silla was one of the kingdoms in ancient Korea. Since the first century CE, it had
conducted negotiations and exchanges with Han and Wei, which are located in the
northwestern region, largely on an individual basis. At the same time, Silla engaged in
exchanges with Chinese military forces and incorporated the neighboring polities of
Jinhae and Changhan. Then, from the end of the second century to the beginning
of the third century, which is the year of Huhan’s construction, it is understood
that it began to stand out as the dominant power of Jinhan. This historical context
is reflected in the transmission of the so-called Posangpal-guk narrative and the
Mulgyeja tradition, which are seen in the “Samguksagi”, the primary source for Silla’s
history, and the Mulgyejajeon of “Samgukyusa.”

In the water-system tradition, the stringed instrument Gum appears as a key
narrative element together with the name of the Silla general who led the war against
the third-century prize-winning country to victory. Therefore, in this paper, even
though problems occurred in the process of documenting the war of the rewarding
countries, the outbreak itself seemed to have occurred in the early third century. Of
course, it is possible that stoties of the War of the Reward of the Eight Kingdoms
could be passed down to later generations due to the relationship between Silla and

Kara, which has continued since the period of Saro.
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