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Abstract

The Imperial Japanese Planning for Colonial Development and the

Construction of the Takusyoku Network: The “Karafuto Takusyoku

(#h75H) Plan” and the Establishment of Karafuto Development Company,

1931-1941
Cho, Jungwoo

This research analyzes the characteristics of colonial economic development in the
1930s through the formation of the takusyoku network, focusing on the Karafuto
Development Company (KDC). Established in 1941 under the Imperial Japanese
military mobilization system, KDC served as a state-corporation to systematically
increase the production of strategic materials such as coal and timber. Beyond mere
extraction, KDC aimed to reorganize Karafuto into a core resource base within
the imperial economic sphere by integrating mining, afforestation, and agricultural
management into a self-sufficient system.

KDC’s financial operations and business plans were products of a wartime-
controlled economy driven by intense militaristic demands. This long-term scheme,
involving massive capital investment, was executed through a takusyoku network
that consolidated state and private capital for military purposes. By granting
privileges such as government subsidies to cover deficits and authorizing large-scale
bond issuance, the state prioritized militaristic urgency over economic efficiency.
This structure, in which the state assumed full investment risk to drive large-scale
takusyoku capital, demonstrates how the wartime mobilization system—mediated
through national companies—became integrated with the colonial economic

structure while simultaneously secking the long-term stabilization of colonial rule.
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