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Abstract

The Seowon Shere Rites are Performed for Zhu Xi and Yi Hwang, and
the Rites Bestowed by the King (Saje)

Han, Jeahoon

Joseon has 25 seowon and yeongdang (memorial halls) dedicated to Zhu Xi, while
31 are dedicated to Yi Hwang, Among these, rites are performed jointly in four sites
for Zhu Xi and Yi Hwang, When classifying scowon or yeongdang dedicated to
ancestral spirits by region, Hwanghae Province has by far the largest number, with
10 sites, followed by Chungcheong Province with 7. Seowon dedicated to Zhu Xi
were predominantly established in locations bearing place names associated with
him. Academically, they are closely linked to the Yulgok School, and geographically,
they are concentrated in the Giho region. Of the Seowon dedicated to Zhu Xi,
approximately four sites are confirmed to have performed saje (rites bestowed by
the king). What is unusual is that among the seowon dedicated exclusively to Zhu
Xi, none received saje. This is likely because Zhu Xi is enshrined in the Munmyo
(Confucian temple), where the state rites of worship are performed.

Meanwhile, a regional analysis of the 27 Seowon that enshrined Yi Hwang as
their principal deity reveals that Gyeongsang Province overwhelmingly leads with 17
sites, followed by Chungcheong Province with 5, Jeolla Province with 3, Hamgyeong
Province with 2, and Gangwon Province with 1. Of the Seowon dedicated to Yi
Hwang, three additional sites, besides Dosan Seowon, have been confirmed to have
performed saje (the rites bestowed by the king). However, while these three sites
conducted only the single ritual associated with the granting of state-recognized
designations (saaeg), Dosan Seowon conducted nine additional rituals, for a total of
ten. Consequently, Dosan Seowon preserves three types of saje diaries documenting
the circumstances of these rituals. These diary materials hold significant importance
for related research, as they provide empirical evidence of the practice of Saje at

Kotrean Seowon.
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