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Abstract

Preemptive Spatial Domination and Mimetic Modernity:

Urban Planning of the Japanese Resident Office in Busan Based on the 1914

Cadastral Maps
Cho, Meehwa

Despite its decisive influence on the formation of Busan’s contemporary urban
structure, the urban planning conducted by the Japanese Resident Office has not
been sufficiently examined in either institutional histories of urban planning or urban
historical narratives centered on spatial change. This study analyzes the invasive
administrative practices carried out in Busan during the open-port period and the
early Japanese occupation era from the perspective of urban planning and interprets
them in relation to the universal ideas, technologies, and principles of modern urban
planning,

The study examines the process of modern urban formation driven by what it
terms preemptive spatial domination, focusing on transformations in both social
and physical space. In particular, cadastral maps produced through the Land Survey
Project (1910-1918) are employed as primary sources and core research materials to
analyze the morphological characteristics of the Resident Office’s urban planning,
including planning boundaries, roads networks, land parcelization, and building types.

Through this analysis, the study clarifies how the universal principles of urban
planning were selectively adapted and distorted in the colonial context and how these
processes dismantled traditional spatial orders while enforcing a colonial modern
spatial order. Furthermore, it seeks to understand the structural problems inherent in
Korea’s modern cities and urban planning not as fixed conditions determined by the
past but as conditions that can be critically reinterpreted and selectively transformed

according to the values and needs of the present and future city.
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