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Abstract

The Meaning of the Assertion of Japan’s Dominance over Southern

Korea in the Development of Japanese History: Focusing on The

Chousensi and The Kokusigan Written in the 1890s
Jeong, Sangwoo

This article examines the meaning of the assertion of Japan’s dominance over
southern Korea(Fgfif$#31), which functioned as a justification for imperial Japan’s
expansionism, in the development of Japanese historical narratives. The study
focuses on The Chousensi ("#ifit s ;) and The Kokusigan ("SR ,), which represent
both the starting point of colonial historiography and early historical narratives based
on modern historical scholarship in Japan.

Although both The Chousensi and The Kokusigan primarily address Japanese
history, they clearly articulate the significance of the assertion of Japan’s dominance
over southern Korea within the broader development of Japanese history. According
to these works, in ancient Japanese history, Japan’s dominance over southern Korea
functioned as a nodal point linking periods of domestic instability with phases of
expansion and the broader social development of Japanese activities.

The assertion of Japan’s dominance over southern Korea is based on the Kojik:
("#ti55e,) and Nibonshogi ("HAZEAL,), which were compiled in the eighth century,
and the idea had already circulated during Japan’s premodern wartime periods.
The Chousensi and The Kokusigan were likewise based on Kojiki and Nihonshogi.
However, these two works promoted the contents of Kojiki and Nibonshogz, which
are difficult to verify, as accepted historical facts through chronological adjustments
based on Chinese and Korean historical records. In this respect, the assertion of
Japan’s dominance over southern Korea described in these two works differed
qualitatively from earlier premodern interpretations in Japanese society.

Furthermore, Suematsu Yasukazu’s The Rise and Fall of Mimana (“{EHREL5,,
1949), which is considered to have synthesized the assertion of Japan’s dominance

over southern Korea since the end of the nineteenth century, concludes with a
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reformation of Daika. According to Suematsu, the Japanese achieved the Daika
reform after the end of their dominance over southern Korea because they had
already absorbed continental culture through interactions with the Southern Line
rule since the eatly centuries CE, especially after the fourth century.

Thus, ancient Korea—Japan relations, especially Japan’s dominance over southern
Korea, constituted crucial elements in historical narratives concerning not only
the Yamato government’s overseas expansion but also explanations of the internal
development of Japanese society. These ideas were present in 7he Chousensi and
The Kokusigan, two early works of modern Japanese historical scholarship. In
other words, the assertion of Japan’s dominance over southern Korea became
indispensable for Japanese historians seeking to conceptualize the past and present
as a continuum and link the past to their contemporary present. It also discussed the
Yamato government and the development of Japanese society. In order to explain
the development of the ancient Japanese people, it was imperative to explain the
history of ancient Korea—Japan relations represented by the assertion of Japan’s
dominance over the southern part of Korea; therefore, it appears that its influence

continued even after 1945.
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