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Abstract

In the Songgukri culture, characterized by agricultural intensification, the shift is notable
from previous household-centered food production, storage, and consumption to
community-centered one in and around the Songgukri site. In this central area of the
Songgukri culture, the politico-economic implications of the commensality in daily
contexts were the focus of attention in existing studies. By comparison, fragmented artefacts
in mortuary contexts were discussed as evidence of commensality outside of the central
area. Recently, in addition to the deposition of fragmented artefacts, deliberate relocation of
human body parts is increasingly reported.

This study understands the deposition of fragmented artefacts and the relocation of body
parts in terms of their dividuality and permeability as relational beings. It suggests the
possibility that commensality in these communities was part of the attempt to regulate
the circulation of life forces among the living, the dead, and the supernatural. While
this relational personhood is widely observed within and beyond the central area of the
Songgukri culture, the specific ways in which commensality was practiced differ between
the central area and other areas. This difference is explained as part of their strategy to form

and maintain the exclusive politico-economic networks centered in the Songguksi site.
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