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The Korean Journal of Woman Psychology
2003. Vol 8, No. 2, 1-19

Exploration on the Factor Structure of Self Concept

among Korean women and Gender Differences

Jong goo Lee HaeGyoung Lee Myoung-So Kim

Daegu University Korea Cyber University Hoseo University

The present study was conducted to explore the self-concept factor structure of Korean women and
examine gender differences, based upon the perceptions of self (self-control) among Korean adults.
307 characteristics related to self were yielded by FGI(Focused Group Interview) and literature
review. The list of 307 items were administered to 528 Korean adults to assess the importance of
each item to their self-concept, and 193 items were selected for the final survey. A nationwide
sample of 1494 Koreans participated in the survey, and the responses from 527 Korean women
were submitted to exploratory factor analysis. 16 factors of self-concept were derived from the
factor analysis; 2 physical dimensions of self(ie., financial status, physical attraction), 4
psychological dimensions of self(i.e., occupational achievement, intelligencefacademic achievement,
emotional stability, incompetency/social inferiority), 8 relational dimensions of self(ie., trust/kindness,
good family relationship, good parental role, positive relations with others, conflicts among family
members, good role as a son or daughter, attraction of spouse, academic achievement of children),
and 2 collective dimensions of self(ie, religion and relatives/neighbors). There were gender
differences among 8 of 16 factors, in which women showed higher levels in the collective
dimensions of self while men showed higher levels in the psychological dimensions of self. The

implications and limitations of the present study as well as the future directions were discussed.

Keywords : self-conceps, gender differences, dimensions of self
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