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The Differences of Preference in the Career Compromise

Processes Depending on Gender and Sex-role Stereotype

JURI JOENG KIHAK LEE

Department of Psychology, Yonsei University

This study investigated the career compromise processes of university students by comparing
the relative importance of sex type, social prestige, and interests based on Gottfredson's
(1981) theory. A total of 370 undergraduates (237 males and 131 females) at two large
universities in Seoul, South Korea participated in return for extra credit in their introductory
psychology classes. The results of repeated measures analysis showed that there were
significant gender differences in the relative importance among three Gottfredson compromise
aspects. Even though both men and women placed the greatest importance on social
prestige, men seemed to sacrifice interests for higher social prestige, but women did not. In
addition, there were significant effects of sex-role stereotype on the career compromise
processes. Interests were preferred to sex type for students with lower levels of sex-role

stereotype, but not for students with higher levels of sex-role stereotype.

Key words : career compromise, gender differences, sex-role stereorype, interest, sex type, social prestige
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